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ORGANIZATION AND DELIVERY – BEGINNERS (GRADE 7)
1.
The organization of any speech is basic; a speech contains a beginning, a middle and an end:

· introduce your topic in an interesting fashion

· structure the body of your speech so that it progresses logically from idea to idea

· place the most important point at the end of the body of your speech

· finally, provide a conclusion or “rounding off” to the speech

2.
Use vocal variety and good diction in your speech:

· speak with volume which is appropriate to the size of the audience and speaking area
· pronounce your words distinctly

· be fluent in your delivery. Practice delivery so that there are no uncalled for pauses, ums, or ahs

· demonstrate a slow, easy cadence

· show enthusiasm for your subject

3.
Demonstrate rudimentary eye contact:

· when you are manipulating notes, you should achieve eye contact with your audience 25% of the time

4.
Gestures which are appropriate enhance a good speech performance.


(This point will be given stronger emphasis in the intermediate and advanced sections)

5.
Wear clean and neat clothing when speaking in public.

CORE ACTIVITIES

Beginners – Speeches approximately one minute long.

Classroom password, biographies and autobiographies, beefs and bouquets, vocational speeches, interviews, short awards presentations, advertisements, and mini-toastmasters.

Suggestions for videotape in order of appeal and relevance:

(a) mini-toastmasters

(b) interviews

(c) biographies and autobiographies

ORGANIZATION AND DELIVERY – INTERMEDIATE (GRADE 8)

1.
Once you have mastered the basics of speech organization, you should be aware of more advanced organizational techniques.

· there are various types of introduction:

· anecdote (telling a story which illustrates a point of your speech)

· question (rhetorical)

· simple statement of point

· structure your speech for proper emphasis. Build from point to point, placing the most important point at the end of climax of the body of the speech

· there are various methods of concluding:

· summation

· cyclic – returning to beginning

The speech must have unity.

· The entire speech must be “on topic”

The speech must have coherence. The speech must flow smoothly from thought to thought – from paragraph to paragraph.

· there are various methods of achieving this coherence:

· addition words (plus, as well as, also)
· order words (first, second, finally)

· concession words (but, yet, however)

· repetition of nouns, verbs or phrases from the preceding paragraph

2.
Be challenged to better vocal variety and more mature diction.

· achieve appropriate levels of volume, accuracy in pronunciation, fluency, speed, and enthusiasm

· choose words carefully. Use active verbs. Avoid use of slang.

· use proper word arrangement involving:

· variety of sentence length

· variety of sentence beginnings

· variety of sentence structures

3.
Demonstrate more consistent eye contact with the audience.

· a person manipulating notes can achieve eye contact 50% of the time

4.
Appropriate facial gesture can enhance a speech delivery.

5.
Dress in a manner which is appropriate to the subject and the audience.

CORE ACTIVITIES

Intermediate – Speeches approximately two minutes long
Mini-toastmasters, dramatic interpretations, news broadcasts, panel discussions, wedding receptions, roasts, improvisions, simple impromptu, vocational speeches, interviews.

Suggestions for videotape in order of appeal and relevance:

(a) roasts

(b) news broadcasts

(c) wedding receptions

ORGANIZATION AND DELIVERY – ADVANCED (GRADE 9)

1.
Strive for more advanced organizational techniques.

· there are additional methods of introduction

· bold statement

· quotation (from expert)

· puzzle

· there are additional methods of concluding a speech:

· figurative closing (use a vivid figure of speech)

· change of pace (cadence different from last point in body)

· continue to demonstrate unity, coherence and dramatic structure

· use advanced structural techniques

· parallel structure and dramatic repetition can enhance your structure

2.
Demonstrate vocal variety and effective diction on an advanced level.

3.
Demonstrate continuous eye contact.

· a skilled speaker manipulating notes can achieve 75% eye contact with his audience

4.
Use both facial and bodily gestures to advantage in your speech performance.
5.
Dress appropriately for your subject and audience.

CORE ACTIVITIES

Advanced – Speeches over three minutes long

Awards banquets, under attack, mock trials, expository address, original oratory, oral interpretation, solo acting, duo acting, tournament impromptu, model parliament, debate, model United Nations, roasts, etc.

Suggestions for videotape in order of appeal and relevance:

(a) under attack

(b) original oratory

(c) oral interpretation

CONTENT SELECTION

PRE-PROJECT EXERCISES

The broad goal for pre-speech activities is to improve the voice to create purity of tone, precision, power, pitch, pattern and pliability.

The student must consider the way he sounds. Most people have the necessary equipment to produce excellent sound, but they must develop proper habits when using this equipment.

A.
DEVLOPING THE VOICE – 6 EXERCISES

Vocal quality beings with breathing. Poor speech often results from poor breathing. To develop a voice that carries well, practice the following exercises:

1.
Diaphragmatic Breathing
Stand erect and place one hand on your diaphragm. Inhale, then emit a series of ha sounds. Vary from strong to light. Produce a full round vowel sound as you perform this exercise. There should be little upper chest activity when breathing as it puts a strain on your vocal mechanism.

2. Control of Breath

a) Learn to release breath slowly. Take a deep breath and release just part of it; release more, then stop; continue releasing in spurts until another breath is needed.

b) Inhale again; then let the entire breath out with a sigh. Note the difference between controlled and uncontrolled breathing.

c) Read sentences of varied lengths in one breath to practice breath control.

3. Projection

Call to an imaginary person 10, 20, 50, and 100 feet away. Let the power come from your abdominal area. Do not shout as distance increases; rather, maintain a relaxed tone.

4. Tone




a)
Practice commands to achieve strength of tone. For example, Don’t do that! Harry, let me go! Help! I’m drowning!




b)
To practice projection and varying tone, read a prose or poetry selection to the following imaginary audiences; a friend, a class, an entire student assembly.

5. Voice Quality

A student must achieve relaxation of vocal chords to prevent hoarseness and huskiness. Practice the following exercises:


a)
Relax jaw by repeating most relaxed sound of all – ah. Precede it with all consonant sounds (bah, cah, dah)

b) Let body hang limp, then draw all muscles tense; then relax, saying ah.


6.
Vocal Variety
A student must strive to produce both a euphonious and dynamic voice. Monotony of pitch must be corrected. These exercises will help establish a more variable, flexible, impressive voice.

a) Count from one to five as though on each number you were asking someone if that were the number of dollars he held in his hand.

b) Count again, this time acting surprised that he had that amount.

c) Count again, as if you were the person replying in a matter of fact manner.

d) Count again, as if your honesty had been questioned: positively, emphatically.

e) Count from one to ten – one number per second – forming each word distinctly and with increasing volume from a whisper to a shout, saying either five or six in a normal voice.

B.
IMPROVING ARTICULATION

Articulation is the process of speaking distinctly, of uttering distinct syllables of words. Some of the following exercises improve articulation:
1. To eliminate the “tight jaw” error, speak in front of a mirror, opening your mouth in an exaggerated manner as you do. Practice vowel sounds in an exaggerated fashion with each consonant (bah, bay, bee, bo, boo, ber.)

2. Repeat various tongue twisters (see ADDENDUM 1).

3. Precise and distinct lip, jaw and tongue movements may become habitual by frequent practice of whispering exercises.

C.
FINDING A RESONANT TONE


Resonance refers to enlarging or amplifying sound. The following exercises will help:
1. Yawn briefly, then relax mouth.

2. Produce a sound “ah” as effortlessly as possible; then increase and decrease its volume alternately.

3. Produce “ah” as above; then glide alternatively into the “oo” as in “moon”, and “e” as in “seem”.

4. Repeat (3) above using the following paris of sounds as you did the “oo” and “e”: “oo” as in “tool”; “i” as in “bit”; “oo” as in “look”; and “e”, “o”, and “a”. Note how sounds change with size and shape of mouth cavity.

5. Try (4) above again, this time restricting the size of the mouth opening on all sounds rather than having it open and relaxed.

6. Read various poetic or prosaic selections that reflect quiet and loud reading.

The characteristics of good voice can be listed under the 6 P’s: purity of tone, precision, power, pitch, pattern, and pliability. A good voice conveys exact and fine shades of meaning and feeling.

The addenda that follow provide excellent warm-up drills that could be used at the beginning of each speech period.
ADDENDUM I

POPULAR TONGUE-TWISTERS

1.
‘Round and round’ the rugged rock the ragged rascal ran.

2.
A big blue bug bit a big black bear.

3.
How much wood could the woodchuck chuck, if the woodchuck could chuck wood? The woodchuck would chuck all the wood he could chuck if the woodchuck could chuck wood.

4.
The skunk thunk the stump stuck but the stump thunk the skunk stunk.

5.
Fine white wine vinegar with veal.

6.
She sells seashells at the seashore; the shells she sells are seashells.
7.
What whim led White Witney to whittle, whistle, whisper, and whimper near the wharf where a floundering what might whirl?

8.
Theophilus Thistle, the successful thistle sifter, in sifting a sieve full of unsifted thistles, thrust three thousand thistles through the thick of his thumb; now if Thelphilus Thistle, the successful thistle sifter, in sifting a sive full of unsifted thistles, thrust three thousand thistles through the thick of his thumb, see what thous, in sifting a sieve full of unsifted thistles thrust not to three thousand thistles through the thick of thy thumb. Success to the successful thistle sifter.

9.
Betty Batter bought some butter. “But,” she said, “this butter’s bitter. If I put it in my batter, it will make my batter bitter.” So she bought some better butter, and she put the better butter in the bitter batter, and made the bitter batter better.

10.
The old cold scold sold a school coal shuttle.
11.
Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers. Did Peter Piper pick a peck of pickled peppers? If Peter picked a peck of pickled peppers, where’s the peck of pickled peppers Peter Piper picked?

12.
I saw Esau kissing Kate. Fact is, we all three saw. I saw Esau, he saw me, and she saw I saw Esau.

13.
Thirty-thousand thoughtless boys thought they’d make a thundering noise; so with thirty-thousand thumbs, they thumped on thirty-thousand drums.

14.
A tutor who tooted the flute.


Tried to tutor two tooters to toot.


Said the two to the tutor,


“Is it harder to toot or


To tutor two tooters to toot?”

ADDENDUM II

DRILLS

Fa-fi-fi, pa-pi-pi, ga-gi-gi, ma-mi-mi, la-li-li, ba-bi-bi,
Ing-ga, ing-ga, ing-ga. Ming-ga, ming-ga, ming-ga, ping-ga, ping-ga, pinga-ga.

Yaw-yaw-yaw, maw-maw-maw, faw-faw-faw, maw-yaw-yaw, faw-maw-yaw.

Ming, ming, ming.

Man-men-min-mon-mun.

Nine-nine-nine-ninny-ninny-ninny-nine-nine-nine.

Mumble, mumble, mumble,

Nimble, nimble, nimble,

Ninby, pimby, ninby, pimby,

Mantle, mantle, mantle,

Moon, moon, moon.

Rain, rain, rain,

Spain, Spain, Spain,

Plain, plain, plain,

Mainly, mainly, mainly

The rain in Spain falls mainly in the plain.

Bauble, bauble, bauble

Babble, babble, babble,

Bible, Bible, Bible,

Bubble, bubble, bubble.

Pup, pup, pup,

Pipe, pipe, pipe,

Pauper, pauper, pauper,

Paper, paper, paper,

Pamper, pamper, pamper.

Bambi, Bambi, Bambi,

Bombast, bombast, bombast,

Namby, pamby, namby, pamby,

Blimp, blimp, blimp.

Mumbo Jumbo Christopher Columbo,

Sitting on the sidewalk chewing bubble gumbo.

Gold, gold, gold,
Bright and yellow, hard and cold,

Molten, graven, hammered, and rolled,

Heavy to get the light to hold.

Hoarded, bartered, bought and sold,

Stolen, borrowed, squandered, doled,

To the very verge of the churchyard mold,

Price of many a crime untold,

Gold, gold, gold.

ADDENDUM III

DRILLS

1.
Zoon, zoon, cuddle and croon -


Over the crinkling sea,


The moon man flings him a silvered net


Fashioned of moonbeams three.


(from Moon Song – Mildred Plew Meigs)

2.
Mary, Mary, cautionary, how does your garden grow?


Under a bombproof shelter, all in a barbed wire row.

3.
Doodle, deedle dumpling, our son John,


Goes to bed with his uniform on;


All-steel helmet and field gray pants,


And that’s the latest crisis at a very quick glance.


(from The Military Mother Goose – Dow Richardson)

4.
Alpha-Beta-Gamma-Delta, Alpha-Beta-Gamma-Delta, Alpha-Beta-Gamma-Delta.


Balpha-Geta-Damma-Alta, Balpha-Geta-Damma-Alta, Balpha-Geta-Damma-Alta.

5.
Pa pi pi pa, pa pi pi pa, pa pi pi pa.

Ma mi mi ma, ma mi mi ma, ma mi mi ma.


Ga gi gig a, ga gi gig a, ga gi gig ga.

6.
Pick a daffy, pick a dilly, pick a daffy dilly.


The flower girls at the fountain head are nodding willy nilly.

Quick, before they wake again, slip among them will ye?


And pick a dilly, pick a daffy, pick a daffy dilly.

7.
My heart’s in the highland, my heart is not here.


My heart’s in the highlands a chasing the deer;


Chasing the wild deer and hunting the roe,


My heart’s in the highland wherever I go.

8.
Hawbone, jawbone, mulligatawny stew


Pork chop, lamb shop, cold homebrew


Licorice sticks and ice cream pie


Ginger snaps and moonshine rye.

9.
If I were not a little mad and generally silly


I should give you my advice upon the subject will-nilly.


I should show you in a moment how to grapple with the question,


And you’d really be astonished at the force of my suggestion.


On the subject I shall write you a most valuable letter,


Full of excellent suggestions when I feel a little better,


But at present I’m afraid that I’m as mad as any hatter,


So I’ll keep ‘em to myself, for my opinion doesn’t matter!



My opinion doesn’t matter,



My opinion doesn’t matter,



My opinion doesn’t matter, matter, matter, matter, matter!!!!

PRACTICE READING EXERCISES

It will be beneficial to practice various reading exercises before you attempt your first speech.

The goal of the exercises is to make you aware of appropriate levels of speed, fluency, and enthusiasm as you apply the techniques learned when executing voice exercises.
Because of their emotive nature, editorials and/or letters to the editor taken from various newspapers or magazines provide excellent material for readings.

Treatment Suggestion

The writer could show a student preparing a reading of the selection. The student might be reminding himself to use a rather slow cadence, to achieve fluency (mainly by utilizing the pause and be looking up words that he finds difficult to pronounce) and to impart enthusiasm for his topic.

When the student reads (no eye contact necessary) the selection in front of the class, both the teacher and the students could be shown offering constructive criticism in the above three areas.

CURRICULAR SPEECH ACTIVITES

These activities are placed in order of difficulty, beginning with the easiest. However, they can be introduced in any order.

-
Classroom Password

This activity is one used primarily to create a wholesome classroom atmosphere and secondarily, to build vocabulary. This exercise may be adapted to involve the entire class, rather than just the five people at the front of the room.

The teacher must act or provide a master of ceremonies for the proceedings. He will explain the procedure as outlined on the directions portion of any of the eighteen editions of the PASSWORD game available for purchase in just about all department stores.
In order to adapt the game to correspond to the two objectives listed above, some changes in format are advised. First, allow the two teams competing to have only two chances apiece at guessing the word, after which allow the audience of the team which is trailing to guess the word for six points. Second, change both teams at the front after one game has been completed. Finally, it works well to pit boys against girls or one age group against another. An optional rule can be to disallow the repetition of a clue.

-
Biographies and/or Autobiographies

As an introductory exercise, the students are asked to provide certain autobiographical information about themselves and their families. Items which can be included are: birthplace and year of birth, parents’ names, number in family, places lived, schools attended, aspirations and the like. The initial exercise would not exceed thirty to forty seconds per auto-biography. Not only would the students learn speech skills, but they get to know each other.
Later in the year, role playing can be introduced. A student can play the role of a famous actor, philosopher, general, scientist, etc. Biographical or autobiographical information can be delivered in a longer speech – perhaps three minutes or more.

-
Beef and/or Bouquet

The student is required to speak about someone or something that bothers him or that he especially likes. The student should be specific, giving examples or reasons for his likes or dislikes. Each speech should not be less than 40 seconds in length.

Curriculum Application: This exercise allows for universal application. Beefs and bouquets could be handed to governments – local, regional, national and international; thus, Social Studies courses could be enhanced. Supporting arguments with reasons and examples is essential to paragraph development; thus, the exercise corresponds with all language arts curricula from Grades 7 to 12.

Further, author preferences could be used – an exercise which would apply to literature at all levels. Discussions about Science – whether it has gone too far – could be used at all grade levels. Discussions about home life, relationships with peers and/or siblings, church, etc. apply to many curriculum areas.

Many subject teachers incorporate a beef or bouquet session once a week or month to allow students to air feelings.

-
Vocational Speech

Usually, this exercise is used as an introductory exercise asking as many students as are in class to investigate and report on one profession or vocation. Interview and research skills are developed here as well as speech skills. The student is expected to discuss briefly such elements of an occupation as: academic requirements, training, availability of jobs, wages, problems, benefits, etc. Speeches should be approximately one minute in length at this stage, but could be lengthened to cover three or four minutes later in the year.
Curriculum Application: This exercise again has universal applications. Every subject area should be interested in letting a student know what avenues he may travel after graduation. Vocational guidance is important to all students and teachers although it may be more meaningful at the high school level. Guidance departments could be called on for support during this project. Guidance courses can make great use of this activity, as vocational guidance is part of the course at all levels.

-
Interview
The interview has unlimited potential for curriculum application. This activity places one student in a real or hypothetical situation where he asks questions of another person or persons – all the while making notes of the answers received. The activity combines writing, listening and speaking skills. These interviews can be with contemporary or historical figures. Picture a historical figure, perhaps General Custer, being interviewed before Little Big Horn. Perhaps Julius Caesar, Hitler, Madame Curie, a sports figure, a politician – the possibilities are endless.

Curriculum Application: Interviews could be worked into any curriculum especially those which teach listening, speaking and writing skills. Journalism options, speech options, English, Social Studies, Science, Business Education – all levels of these courses (7 to 12) could use the interview.
At the high school level, many students will encounter the interview situation almost immediately – applying for jobs, university entrance and the like. In Grade 11 Social Studies, local government figures could be interviewed. Also in Grade 12 Social Studies, historical figures such as Karl Marx could be interviewed.

Clothing and Textiles 20 and 30 make great use of this activity as students are required to go into stores to conduct interviews in order to explore various aspects of merchandising. Consumer Education courses require consumer buying expeditions during which interviews take place.

-
Short Awards Presentation

This exercise is beset used as a confidence builder. The speeches involve – introduction, presentation and acceptance – while they are short (perhaps 40 to 45 seconds), they have very specific ingredients. Students choose their own award situation; for example, best camel herder, worst liar, cleanest living, best athlete. The format involves three people: one introduces a presenter who presents the award to the winner who gives a speech of acceptance.
Each speech should contain the following information:


Introduction:



-
Mention of speaker’s topic



-
Correct names and titles of speaker



-
Why the speaker is talking about this subject – his expert qualifications


Presentation:



-
Statement of the occasion for the award and the reason for making it



-
Explanation of the criteria needed to qualify for the award



-
Discussion of how the winning candidate meets or exceeds the requirements listed above


-
Expression of the pleasure of the donors in making this presentation


Acceptance:



-
Expression of gratitude and humility in winning the award



-
Indication of how the award will be a source of inspiration



-
Thank those responsible for helping the recipient win the award



-
Thank the donor of the award, and the person presenting it

Curriculum Application: Any curriculum which fosters speaking, listening and writing skills can use this exercise. More specifically, drama, speech and civics options can make use of the short awards activity. Social Studies and English departments give awards for citizenship, writing, reading, etc.

Physical Education could use students to present awards for outstanding performances. On a more creative level, Social Studies classes could stage an awards banquet honoring a historical figure. Perhaps Napoleon could be the guest of honor.
-
Advertisements

This activity can involve either individual or group participation. Students create an advertisement using one or a combination of techniques (testimonial, hard sell, depiction of fantasy lifestyles, logic, bandwagon, slogan, etc.). He must present his ad and explain his product to the class.
Curriculum Application: Patterns of Communicating texts used at Grade 7 to 9 level in Language Arts have entire chapters devoted to advertising techniques. High school students are constantly made aware of propaganda techniques in such courses as: English, Social Studies, Economics, Consumer Education, Home Economics, etc. Any course that contains media units – English, Social Studies – could readily adapt this activity to the classroom.
-
The Mini-Toastmasters’ Meeting

This activity is a model of a typical Toastmaster’s Club meeting. The project not only involves the delivering of various types of speeches, but allows for the conducting of a business meeting within the agenda.
This is an excellent class activity which has unlimited scope for development. It can involve as few or as many members of a class as you wish. Here are some suggestions for holding the meeting.


M.C.


The M.C.’s job is as follows:



-
Call meeting to order



-
Have secretary read minutes; then adopt them



-
Introduce first jokesmaster



-
Introduce second jokesmaster



-
Introduce first icebreaker



-
Introduce second icebreaker



-
Introduce first toaster



-
Introduce second toaster



-
Introduce first impromptu speaker



-
Introduce second impromptu speaker



-
Introduce first guest speaker. The guest speaker will end his speech with a resolution. The business meeting then begins. The M.C. should be instructed in handling such things as making sure the motion is clear, making sure it is seconded, discussing it in an orderly fashion, handling amendments, amendments to amendments, voting, or motions.



-
Introduce second guest speaker (follow same pattern as for 1st guest speaker)



-
Introduce 1st evaluator



-
Introduce 2nd evaluator



-
Introduce pig counter



-
Introduce timer



-
Introduce sergeant-at-arms



-
Adjourn meeting

Following are descriptions of other roles played:


Jokemaster:


This member must make up or repeat jokes or anecdotes suitable for mixed company for at least 40 seconds.


Icebreaker:

This speaker must choose an individual or a group in class and either roast or pay tribute to him/her or them for at least 40 seconds.

Toasters:
This individual pays tribute in a 40 second speech to anyone or anything in the world. The tone of the performance can be serious or tongue in cheek.

Impromptu:

This speaker is given a topic as he or she enters the class at the beginning of the meeting. Topics selected should be current and interesting (media, school, youth and society provide good topics). Speeches must be thirty seconds or more.

Guest Speakers:

This person must select a controversial topic supporting one side or the other (usually community, media and school provide best grounds). The speech must end with a resolution for discussion. Speech length should be over one minute.

Evaluators:

One evaluation will scrutinize the first seven performances while the other will observe the last six. Each evaluator will give a constructive criticism of each speaker he has observed under the following headings:


Speed
-
The evaluator should comment on whether the performer spoke too slowly or too quickly. He/she should emphasize a speed suitable to topics chosen.


Fluency
-
The evaluator should comment on whether ideas well linked and whether speech flowed.


Vocal Variety
-
The evaluation should comment on the speaker’s vocal variety.


Enthusiasm
-
The evaluator should comment on whether the speech was emphatic, whether the performer appeared vitally interested in what he was saying.

Eye Contact
-
The evaluator should comment on whether the speaker achieved the appropriate amount of eye contact and whether he/she looked at the entire audience rather than at one place or person.


Pig Counter
-
This individual comments on the number of “ums”, “ahs” and/or hesitations that each of the previous speakers have committed.


Timer
-
This person announces the speech lengths of all of the previous speakers.


Sergeant-at-Arms
-
This student fines member of the audience (and speakers) for such offences as speaking out of turn, interrupting, whispering, exaggerated laughing, etc. (Students can agree on a suitable fine prior to the meeting).

Application to Curricula: Universally applicable – Social Studies, Economics, English, Law, Speech and Drama curricula, at all levels, could utilize this exercise. Listening, speaking, writing and reading skills are developed here.

This activity can be used during any length period; simply alter numbers of performers according to time available.

-
Dramatic Interpretation
Students select parts from curricular or extracurricular plays and perform them for the pleasure and information of the class. Students could also write or revise scripts to suit any period of history. Memorization of lines is not mandatory here, but it could be encouraged. It is sometimes of benefit to many classes if a group of students perform a curricular play and tour other classrooms with it.

Curriculum Application: Particularly applicable to all levels of drama. English courses stress drama from Grades 7 to 12. All courses dealing with human conflict – Social Studies, Economics, Law, etc. – could use this exercise. Some curricular plays that could be performed are Death of a Salesman, All My Sons, Trifles, My Fair Lady, The Doll’s House, Enemy of the People, as well as Shakespearean drama.

-
News Broadcasts
This activity utilizes one or more students who either write or interpret existing news stories. The most entertaining method of utilization is to set up a Huntley-Brinkly format which allows alternating news stories. Humor can be a great addition here.

Curriculum Application: Any course examining the media – Language Arts, Social Studies, Consumer Education, etc. – or relying on current events as part of the course of study could readily adapt this activity to the classroom. What an excellent way to present current events from the students’ viewpoint.

-
Panel Discussion

Select current interesting topics – perhaps some suggested by the teacher and some by the students. Responsible class members act as chairpersons. Ideally, each panel consists of one chairperson and three or four members. Each panel convenes and selects a topic from the list suggested.
Format

Chairperson selects topic ultimately if dispute develops.

Divide selected topic into areas of interest; for example, if the topic is “Influences on Teens Today”, a panel might divide into the flowing areas: Parents, School, Peer Group, Media.

Panels’ members are dispersed to research their specific area of interest thoroughly.

Chairperson assists all members at this time – finding books, pamphlets, etc.

After enough research time, the panel reconvenes to discuss the findings.

Chairperson, with the help from the panel members, draws up a battery of questions that allows members to discuss their research. Questions should be designed so that two or more members of the panel can answer any one question.

It is sometimes advantageous to make up questions before research activity begins, although this activity tends to restrict research.

After all questions are made up, the chairperson prepares an introduction (introduces panel members and comments on the topic under scrutiny), and a conclusion (a summing up of the views of the panel).

Rehearsal.

While the panel is being aired, the chairperson should be conscious of the following: that no person dominates the discussion, that everyone participates equally, that there are no lulls in the proceedings and that there is no bickering or fighting.

At the conclusion of the panel, the chairperson should open the discussion to the audience. He must ensure that one person speaks to the panel at a time, that all panel members become involved, and that no rows develop.

Remember, it is not necessary to discuss a two-sided topic.

Suggested time is 10 to 15 minutes (not including audience discussion) depending on whether it is a four or five member panel.

Curriculum Application: Any subject area interested in developing listening, speaking, research and writing skills could make use of this activity. Social Studies and English curricula from Grades 7 to 12 lend themselves to discussions of current events or trends in society. The activity could be adapted to Home Economics, Family Life, Law, Science or any area in the Junior or Senior High level. Panel discussion can be particularly useful in Grade 11 Social Studies where the tradition vs. change unit is studied.
-
Wedding Reception

This exercise utilizes at least four students but can accommodate many more. The four main speech performances are given by a Master of Ceremonies, a Toastmaster of the Bride, a Groom who replies to the toast to the bride and a Toaster of the Bridesmaids. Many other toasts could be included.
Roles

Toaster of the Bride

Although many formal toasts to the bride can be found in various toastmaster texts and in pamphlets distributed by Bridal Boutiques, students should be encouraged to use their own resources. Perhaps in the first half of the speech the student can attempt to make the bride “grow up” in the eyes of the audience. For example, anecdotes from the bride’s pre-school years, perhaps her first day in school, other school experiences, her quest for a driver’s license, her first boyfriend or any other area of her life that would be of interest could be used. The second half of the speech could be devoted to stressing the pride’s positive qualities (why the groom is a lucky man). Such items as: her cooking, her beauty, her intelligence, her patience, her concern for others, etc. could be mentioned.

The person chosen to toast the bride is usually someone who has known the bride for many years – perhaps a close relative, or a friend of the family.

Groom’s Reply

Again, there are formal speeches available in various toastmaster textbooks, but students should be encouraged to rely on their own resources. The groom might spend the first half of his address discussing the pre-marital relationship. He could speak of their first meeting, the circumstances of their engagement and/or any other interesting element in their courtship. In the latter half of his speech, the groom should stress the many positive qualities his bride possesses from his point of view (see toast to bride).

Toast to Bridesmaids

Generally, this role is played by one of the groomsmen. The content of this speech should center on how long the bridesmaids have known the bride, their names, where they met the bride, some of their experiences together, their beauty, the work they have done in preparation for the wedding (clothes, decorations, etc.).

Master of Ceremonies

The Master of Ceremonies’ role is to keep proceedings moving. His speech consists of three or more parts.

First, the M.C. should welcome everyone on behalf of the bride and groom. His next task is to introduce the head table, which usually consists of parents of bride and groom, bridesmaids, groomsmen, M.C., bride and groom. He could then thank the caterers for the lovely meal. What cold follow here is anecdotes about weddings in general or this wedding in particular (wedding jokes, nervousness, etc.). His final task is to introduce the toaster of the bride (see earlier – speech of introduction). The toast to the bride is usually followed immediately by the groom’s reply.
Second, after the groom’s reply, the M.C. could comment on the previous two speeches. He could now fill in with anecdotes about weddings in general and/or the bride and groom and/or their families. Last, he must introduce the toaster of the bridesmaids (see speech of introduction).

Third, after the toast to the bridesmaids, the M.C. could comment on said speech, fill in as previously suggested, read any telegrams the class has made up (both formal and informal) and end the proceedings by mentioning the honeymoon, where the bride and groom are going to reside, where the dance, if any, is going to be held and again thank everyone for coming.

The students should use their own ingenuity in determining the kinds of wedding they wish to perform.

The recommended time allotment for each speech is a minimum three minutes; no maximum should be enforced. The M.C. should spend three or more minutes in total.

-
Roast

This is another high involvement project utilizing as few as four or five to as many as ten or more students. The format used follows closely the “Dean Martin Celebrity Roasts” seen on television. The format used is as follows: An M.C. is appointed whose main job is to introduce the roasters one by one. He should prepare a joke or anecdote about each one. He also welcomes all and introduces the head table briefly at the beginning. At the end he thanks all of the speakers, especially the roastee.
One person should be selected to act as a roastee – perhaps role playing could be considered here – e.g. Shakespeare roasted by his 5 or 6 leading ladies, the P.M. roasted by his 6 henchmen, etc. Better yet, select a willing teacher or administrator to roast.

Other members can play themselves or play roles. E.g. If you should select a teacher, one student could play his wife, another his brother, his child, his old girlfriend, his mother, his mother-in-law, his father, his best friend, his old principal, etc.

There is tremendous scope for development here.
Each member in turn makes up anecdotes to roast the feature guest. After each one has had his/her turn, the person being roasted stands and gets back at each of the roasters (perhaps including the M.C. as well).
Each speech should not be less than 2 minutes.

-
Improvisation and Impromptu

Improvisations

There are literally thousands of situations that lend themselves to improvisations. This activity can best be used after the students have achieved some confidence. It best works on a daily basis where one, two, or three people are asked to think about hypothetical situations but can also be used as an exercise where one, two, or three persons are given only a minimal amount of time to prepare. Some excellent improvisation situations are:


-
Students explaining to teacher why he didn’t do his assignment


-
Husband and wife arguing over T.V. channel (e.g. Monday Night Football or baseball vs. movie)


-
Teen and parents in dialogue when teen arrives home two hours late


-
Police interviewing two parties who have had an accident


-
Teenager wants to drive while under the influence but date doesn’t agree


-
Teen’s first date – arguing with parents to go


-
Parents catch teen smoking, etc.

Impromptu

Usually a student is supplied with an editorial, article or letter to the editor as well as some leading questions. He must discuss the article, answering the questions in the process.

Another method is to present the student with a saying or maxim and have him apply his knowledge to it.

Yet another method is to provide a controversial topic asking the student to take a stand.

Perhaps the most effective method is to make up hypothetical situations and provide the student with a number of alternatives. For example, the game of “ETHICKS” provides many excellent examples for impromptu speaking. Here are some examples:

Situation
From the window of your house, you see two teens viciously beating a senior citizen. You call the police, but no patrol car arrives as the beating increases in intensity.

DO YOU:

A. Leave your house and try to help the individual.

B. Scream out the window – thus exposing yourself as a witness and a danger to the attackers?

C. Continue to wait for the police?

D. Other choice? (Please specify)

Situation

You find out that a classmate of yours is taking drugs when you find her on your doorstep, hysterical from a bad trip. You have known her a long time. You know her parents won’t care and would make little effort to understand or straighten her out. You also know possession of drugs is a criminal offence. She refuses to promise to stop taking the drug.
DO YOU:

A. Tell the police.

B. Tell her parents.

C. Mind your own business.

D. Other choice? (Please specify)

Curriculum Application: Any class interested in building confidence and speaking ability could be served here. Drama, English and Speech Options at all levels use improvisations. Impromptu lends itself to local, national and international concerns and best supports Social Studies, Law and Economics classes. Current trends in Science and Literature could also be examined.
-
Awards Banquet

This is another high involvement exercise utilizing seven or more students in the following capacities: M.C., President’s address, guest speaker, two presentations and two acceptances. Each speech should be a minimum of three minutes.

Roles

President’s Address
This speaker could do any or all of the following: give a history of the club, discuss worthwhile past and present projects, mention famous personalities who have belonged, and/or future direction, etc.

Guest Speaker

This speaker’s role is mainly inspirational. He could be a fountain of new ideas for club members. He could be a member of another chapter of the same club who tells of that club’s activities, future plans and personalities.

Presentation

See early speech of presentation. This speech, however, could go much further. The student could fill in with such anecdotes as: his involvement with the awards (perhaps he is a former winner), history of the award, past winners, etc.

Acceptance

See earlier report on acceptance speech; this speech, however, could go much further. The student could fill in with such anecdotes as: his history in the club, his striving and training to win the award, his adversaries, his plans for the future, etc.

Master of Ceremonies

Again, his three and one-half minutes will be covered in five or more short speeches as follows:

First, he should welcome everyone and introduce the head table. After discussing the award banquet’s purpose in general, he should introduce the president – see introduction speech ingredients.

Second, he could comment on the president’s address, follow by filling in, if possible, with anecdotes about past banquets, about the club and/or about the personalities therein. Next, he could comment on the guest speaker’s address, fill in as earlier suggested, then introduce the first presenter.

Third, the M.C. could comment on the preceding presentation and acceptance before filling in and introducing the next presenter.

Lastly, the M.C. should wrap up proceedings by reviewing events and thanking all the speakers.
There is no need to anticipate that students will opt for a traditional banquet. Awards can be presented for anything – grape-stomping, vandal of the year, gangster of the decade, oddest habit, record setting, as well as citizen, student or athlete of the year.

Curriculum Application: This activity can be adapted to all curricula from Grades 7 to 12. Awards could be presented to scientists, authors, mathematicians, home economics, statesmen, presidents, prime ministers, athletes, interpreters, etc.

See Mini-Awards.

-
Under Attack

This is a rather sophisticated exercise where it is necessary to be careful in selecting the various role players. Specifically, the activity calls for an M.C., the person under attack, three well-versed grilling panel members and students in the audience with concerns to voice.
Roles

M.C.

The M.C. welcomes everyone present and outlines the items to be examined during the attack session. He then introduces at length the individual under attack (school principal, mayor, councilman, police officer, etc.); he then introduces the three major panel members and their area of concern; he finally encourages the audience to be patient as they will have an opportunity to ask their questions immediately following the efforts of the three major panel members.

He then asks the first member of the panel to outline his/her major area of concern and attack by questioning the feature guest (it is wise in your series of questions to get that person to concede points early in the questioning session so that he has a difficult time disagreeing later).

After an allotted time period, the M.C. will introduce the second member and his concern. Then, the M.C. will introduce the third member of the panel.

Then the meeting is thrown open to the audience members to participate. The M.C. must at all times be in command, never allowing heckling, interruptions, fighting, etc. At the end of the proceedings, the M.C. must heartily thank all concerned.

Panel Members

Each of the three members must be chosen carefully as the success of the exercise depends largely on them. These people must select and area of concern, research the stand of the guest on that concern, construct a battery of questions seeking to change the attitude of that person and the establishment he represents.

Audience

These persons select minor areas of concern and prepare comments and questions (perhaps fewer than the three panel members) to put to the person under attack.
Remember always that this activity must be approached in the proper frame of mind. Be critical, but no vindictive. If you can get the attacker to concede, even in a minor fashion, you have succeeded. Everyone should enjoy themselves; it should be a learning experience.

Examples:

A former Mayor of Medicine Hat submitted to the under attack format. The three panel members selected environment, activities for youth in the city and future city planning. The audience members prepared questions on the transit system, the dog pound, parking in downtown areas, etc.
When the principal of C.H.H.S. was put in the “hot seat”, the panel members questioned lates and attendance policy, student handbook and the locking of the school. The audience members questioned the need for a cafeteria, the lack of social activities, student council funding, homework, etc.

Curriculum Application: This exercise emphasizes interviewing, writing, reading and listening skills. Curricula emphasizing these areas could readily use this format. Community leaders, government officials, police, newspapermen, controversial authors could be grilled; thus, Social Studies could put appropriate persons under attack while studying local government in Grade 10, citizenship at all levels, and history in Grade 12.

-
Mock Trials

This exercise could be made as brief or as lengthy as you choose. All you really need is a defendant and a prosecutor. Roles could be assumed by a judge, jurors, attorneys, court clerks, witnesses, etc.

Imagine putting Macbeth, Hitler, Charles Darwin, Louis Riel and the like on the stand. A basic knowledge of court proceedings is needed here.

-
Expository Speaking

This type of speech is usually done on an individual basis. The student must follow these rules:
A. The student will present a speech to instruct, to demonstrate or to enlighten. The object is to present the chosen subject matter without taking a position.

B. The chosen subject is usually serious and informative in tone and content.

C. Use of visual aids is encouraged.

D. High School – four minutes minimum

Junior High School – perhaps less

This category or speech is used in many locally sponsored speech tournaments.

Curriculum Application: This activity can be used in every subject area wherever anything needs to be explained. Industrial arts and Home Economics could use student demonstrations to show how internal combustion engines work or how to bake a cake. Social Studies at all levels examines governments –couldn’t a student explain how they work? Physical Education courses stress demonstrations and explanations of various skills.

-
Original Oratory

This type of speech is usually delivered on an individual basis. The student is given or chooses a controversial topic and must follow these rules:
A. Orations must be written originally on the part of the speaker. Not more than ten percent of an oration may consist of quoted material. References used must be documented.

B. The student must prove a point.

C. For high school, perhaps a four minute minimum could be imposed.
For junior high, a lower minimum could be considered.

The Alberta Debate and Speech Association includes this type of speech in its speech tournament format.

-
Oral Interpretation of Literature

This type of speech is usually done on an individual basis, but does lend itself to choral projects as well.

The student chooses or is given a selection or selections and must follow these rules:
A. The student shall read material taken from one or more of these areas: drama, prose, poetry. Selection of two or three short pieces in any category is permitted. These selections must be related in theme. The selections must be integrated by original introductory and transitional lines not to exceed 200 words.

B. It is expected that the original 200 (or less) words will be delivered without the use of notes.

C. The manuscript containing the prose, poetry, and/or drama must be held in hand during the delivery of the selections and the student must give the illusion of reading from the manuscript.

D. High School minimum 4 minutes.

Junior High School – perhaps less.

The Alberta Debate and Speech Association and other agencies use this type of speech in their speech tournaments.

Curriculum Application: Poetry units at all grade levels can make use of this exercise. As well, drama classes at all grade levels could use this method to great advantage. In fact, interpretation of prose could be used in almost every subject at all grade levels.

-
Solo Acting (Serious or Humourous)

This type of speech is done by an individual student who must follow these directions:

A. The student is asked to prepare a monologue from a recognized piece of drama.

B. Costumes and props may be used.

C. Each student shall be expected to furnish his own props.

D. High School minimum 4 minutes.

E. No use of notes or prompting is allowed.

This speech is utilized by the Alberta Debate and Speech Association as well as in local speech tournaments.

-
Duo or Choral Acting

This type of speech activity is done on a group basis. The students must follow the same rules that apply to solo acting.

Curriculum Application: Drama or Language Arts classes could use either exercise to good advantage.

APPLICATION TO CURRICULA

Goals of basic education mention culturing of listening, speaking, viewing, writing and reading in all subject areas; thus the projects mentioned in this report have universal application.

Specifically, the 1978 Alberta Curriculum Guide for Social Studies states as one of its major skill objectives:


Participation Skills

A. Communicate effectively

· express ideas clearly and succinctly using accurate and appropriate vocabulary, structure and media

· support ideas logically

· adopt a communication on the basis of: size of audience, age of audience and purpose of message

Also, the Alberta Curriculum Guide for Senior High Oral Communications 21a and b stress the following areas:

1. Business communication

2. Plain speaking

3. Purposeful speaking

As well, the Alberta Curriculum Guide for Junior and Senior High English includes as its goals:

1. To develop the ability to communicate with increasing maturity, logic and clarity in speech, writing and in closely associated expressive arts.

2. To develop the ability to listen, view, speak, read and write with insight, discrimination and imagination for the end result of personal satisfaction and enjoyment.
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