Code of Conduct
Preamble:  Coaches need to familiarize themselves with this code as well as the rules in the POLICY AND RULES MANUAL and formally inform their debaters, parents, and supporters about these ethics and rules prior to competition each school year.

1. PARTICIPANTS:

GENERAL

a.
Participants shall be courteous and friendly to other competitors, judges, organizers and guests.

b.
Participants shall use language conducive to proper public speaking decorum.  Profanity is unacceptable.
c. In the event of a complaint, all participants must bring the issue to their coaches only, who will then approach the tournament organizer on their behalf.  Complaints must be lodged immediately following a round of debate or speech.

d. Participants shall not argue with the judge or their opponents about the conduct or the result of the speech or debate.  Participants shall not dispute the result of a debate or speech round in the presence of the judge(s).

e. The Association does not approve of the use of any illicit drugs or the consumption of alcohol at Association sponsored events

DEBATE

a. Debaters shall not seek to influence the judge by means other than evidence and argumentation during the debate.

b. Debaters shall not listen to teams debating that they might meet on the same topic at a later time and thereby gain a competitive advantage.  Coaches may, however, observe their own teams.

c. Use of audio or visual equipment for the purpose of recording a debate may be done with the prior consent of both teams, their parents, and the organizer of the event.  

d. A team shall not seek or provide second-hand information regarding the cases of potential opponents.

e. Debaters shall not breach normal courtesy by interruption, heckling, grimacing or whispering loudly while an opponent is speaking.  Heckling, in an appropriate manner, in the case of Parliamentary style debating is acceptable.

f. Debaters shall not, either by word or action, seek to belittle their opponents.  Debates must be a clash of issues and not personalities.

g. Competing teams must not collude to affect the debate in any way.

h. Debaters must respect the personal physical space of an opponent. (Do not invade an opponent’s space.)

i. In an Impromptu style debate, debaters must define definitions in the spirit of debate.  In other words, they must be defined fairly and allow for debate on both sides of the resolution.

j. Students may not use computer, palm pads, cell phones, or any communication technology during a round of debate.  Debaters must be able to compete on their own merit and the strength of their research done prior to the event.

k. A debater shall not pass notes/cards to his/her partner when one of them has the floor, either from the constructive speech or the cross-examination.  Debaters are judged on individual skills.

Any conduct not in accordance with these codes will be grounds for disqualification in a tournament, and may include banning participants from future ADSA activities.  Matters may be referred back to school based administrators.
2. COACHES:
a. According to the School Act, as well as School Liability, a Teacher Representative/Coach must be present at all ADSA events that their students participate in. 

b. In the spirit of cooperation, coaches shall actively encourage the sharing of resource materials available from public libraries and other public resource centers between teams within their own school.

c. Coaches must demonstrate qualities of courtesy and good sportsmanship.  These are evidenced by proper acceptance of officials’ judgement, positive encouragement of student performance and polite interaction with tournament organizers in the event of a complaint. 

d. Coaches will support the volunteer efforts of fellow coaches and judges, and will encourage their debaters to do so as well.

e. The Coach/Teacher, as a representative of the school, is responsible for the conduct of all personnel composing the school’s team (participants, spectators from their school, and parents of your students).  Coaches/Teachers shall make an attempt to control any negative situation, before it becomes an issue for the tournament organizer. 

f. When organizing tournaments, organizers should make an effort to ensure that students from the same school can avoid debating each other when possible and that all debate teams from a school will have a fairly even split of affirmative and negative debates.  Coaches should try to assign a bye to the school with the most teams at a tournament.  

g. Coaches will not scout out teams.

Any conduct not in accordance with these codes shall be grounds for the ADSA to notify the School’s Administration.  If behavior does not change, the ADSA will hold the right to ban coaches/teachers from attending future ADSA activities.
3. PARENTS AND SPECTATORS:
a. Parents and spectators, both student and adult, will demonstrate courtesy and good sportsmanship by positive encouragement (before and after a debate) for their team/children. 

b. Parents and spectators will demonstrate respect towards opponents, coaches, judges and tournament organizers. 

c. In the event of a complaint, parents and spectators are only permitted to approach their team/child’s coach, who will then approach the tournament organizer (in that order).  Parents, spectators and coaches will not approach opposing teams, coaches or judges after a debate has been completed. 

d. Parents will encourage their child to follow the rules of debate.  

e. Parents will not scout out teams.

f. Parents and spectators will act in a supportive manner towards all volunteer personnel, who help in the development of all participant’s skills, and encourage the promotion and growth of the ADSA. 

Any conduct that is not in accordance with this code, shall be as grounds for ejection from a tournament, and may include suspension of future participation in ADSA tournaments or interactions with the ADSA volunteers and participants.
