
Ms. Manners on Debate Tournament Etiquette


As this is the beginning of the 2005-2006 program year, this is a good opportunity to provide a refresher on, or for new members, an introduction to, ADSA Tournament Etiquette. These pointers are not aimed at anyone specifically, but are offered for the membership’s general information.





These practices and rules have evolved over the years to increase fair play, participant enjoyment, and ease of hosting. Following some simple rules can go a long way toward improving everyone’s debate experience, so it’s worth briefly reviewing them here.





This list is not exhaustive – most coaches could probably add a few points. However, here is some advice on some of our more commonly experienced problems. If you would like more information on these points, call the ADSA office.





Try your best to accommodate the host. Every club has hosted something at sometime and we all know how much work it can be. Any assistance you can offer will be appreciated. If you can bring along a judge or two, great! If you know someone in the host community who can judge, call them and put them in touch with the host!





If you are running late for a tournament or are unavoidably delayed en route, please contact the host and let them know. It may be best for everyone to begin without you.





Scouting is not permitted. Students should not attend their opponent’s debates. The rationale for this rule is that observing your opponent gives you  unfair, advanced knowledge of their strategy. This rule also applies to parents, coaches, teammates, judges, and anyone else who is tempted to watch a debate and then spread that information around. 





      Teams with byes are encouraged to watch and learn  


       from other teams, but if you are going to observe a  


       debate, make sure it is in another division.





General complaining should not be done at a tournament. People will overhear your comments and negativity spreads like wildfire. Soon your comment about the cold pizza will find its way to the person in charge of the food. Everyone tries their best, but sometimes problems occur. Please don’t make people feel worse than they already do.





Respect the judges even if you really, really disagree with their decision. These people are volunteers who give up free time for the good of debate. Many are rookies just trying to do their best. Specific judging complaints should be registered with ADSA. Students, coaches, and parents – yes even parents – should not give judges a hard time. Keep a lid on the “rink rage” and let ADSA handle it.





Give the earliest possible notice that someone is canceling. Last minute changes equal lots of work and potential tournament delays.





Say “thank you” to the organizers. While we all know that participants appreciate the work the host does, it’s still nice to hear it once in a while. So before you head for home, take a minute to say thanks. For most hosts, the reason they work so hard is because they care about students. It is very gratifying to have someone come up to you and shake your hand.





Remember, at ADSA we don’t just play to win – we play to learn and we play to have fun!





Above all, familiarize yourself with the ADSA Code of Conduct as well as the rules in the POLICY AND RULES MANUAL and formally inform all debaters, parents and supporters about these ethics and rules prior to competition each school year.





The CODE of ETHICS is also reproduced in Research Package #1.








