BRITISH PARIALMENTARY DEBATERS LEARNING GUIDE

1ST PROPOSITION TEAM

Role:

* To define the debate, and set out your side of the argument. Although there
are a number of ways of doing this the best is to run a specific case or
policy.

* The case must link to the motion and must be debatable and NOT be time
place set i.e. in the past or purposefully offensive.

The purpose of this teams speeches is to prove a CAUSAL LINK between your solution
and the result exists and it can be backed up with EVIDENCE

1st speaker
* Must be a strong speaker who is capable of clearly setting up and running a
case.

There are numerous ways of setting up a case but following this outline will help,
the motion set may already give you the answer to one of the 3 aspects of NAT

Now - outline a problem which you believe exists
Action - offer a solution, including bodies to carry it out, enforcement and

context
Then - outline what will have changed and why the change is better

Follow up your case/policy with 3 arguments to help to prove that:

1) the problem does exist and it needs to be dealt with

2) This action is the best action and carried out by the best
groups/individuals/agencies etc

3) The solution needed will be reached and WHY

Also out line your partners 3 arguments and summarize your own.
2nd speaker

* Must be good at rebuttal and strengthening the case put by their partner.

* Needs to reinforce any of the case which has been strongly attacked by the
opposition

* Needs to rebut and of the oppositions arguments

* Putforward at least 1 of not 2 substantive/new arguments to strengthen
your teams case

* Summarize yours and your partners’ arguments and conclude strongly in
favour of your case
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1ST OPPOSITION TEAM

Role:

To challenge the case put forward by the proposition and where possible
offer a counter case to strengthen your arguments.

Wherever possible the case given by the proposition must be debated,
even if you don’t agree with the debate or it doesn’t fit to the motion

Only if a motion is un-debatable ie we believe killing babies should be
avoided, racist or overly discriminatory, or time and place set can the motion
be challenged and a new debate put on the table - if you redefine you must
make it clear to the judge that this is what you are doing and why

1st speaker

This speaker must be very good at rebuttal, confident and able to think on
their feet, especially if the motion itself is undefined eg This House Has had
enough

You need to make as many holes on 1st props case as possible, showing both
the flaws in their arguments and in their case

Questions to ask?

1.

2.
3.
4.

[s the problem really a problem?

Will their solution work?

Will it have the effect they think it will have? - if not what will it do?
Have they chosen the correct mechanisms?

The aim is to create as much clash in the debate as possible

If your team decides to offer a constructive case it must come in this speech
and be a main aspect of its content

Offer 3 arguments to challenge the case, including some substantive
material, and outline your partners’ arguments

an Speaker
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Needs to be good at rebuttal and able to offer substantive material

Rebut the an prop speakers arguments and reinforce your partners
arguments if they have been strongly challenged

Lay out your substantive case

Link back to your alternative proposal

Summarize your teams’ case, outlining the benefits of your case over theirs
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2nd PROPOSITION TEAM

Role:
* To develop and summarize the case offered by the 1st proposition team by

offering new but not contradictory arguments

* Develop a more sophisticated analysis of arguments already given

* Attack any opposition arguments, which either haven’t been rebutted or
have not been challenged successfully

*  You cannot offer any new mechanisms or change the case in any way

1st Speaker
* Must be able to analyze the debate as a whole and see the gaps in the 1st half
of the table

*  Your role is to make your team distinctive from the 1st prop team without
stabbing them in the back

* Very briefly summarize the debate so far

* Give at least 2 new arguments and 1 rebuttal argument

* Respond to any new arguments

2nd Speaker
e This is a summary speech. You must be able to organize your ideas, have

good rhetoric and be good at rebuttal

*  Your role is to highlight the clash is the debate and where the proposition
stand

*  You may make one new/ substantive argument but you don’t have too

* Rebut any new arguments given by the opposition

*  You need to summarize the debate as a whole, proving why the proposition
has won, but the focus must be on your team and the arguments you have
bought to the table

* There are a number of ways of structuring this speech. It can either be done
speaker by speaker but this is not very effective or issue by issue which
shows a higher level of understanding of the debate

* The points (whether person or issue based) should be in chronological order
with 2 of the 3 points focusing in the 2nd half of the debate

* Summarize your team and the prop as a whole proving the causal link and
why your team has won
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2nd OPPOSITION TEAM

Role:

To rebut the new material given by 2nd proposition and any proposition
arguments, which haven’t been dealt with

Bring new opposition material to the debate in the form of substantive
arguments, and offer more sophisticated analysis where possible
Highlight any contradictions between the 1st and 2nd proposition teams
You cannot disagree with any material bought by the 1st opposition
team even if they are factually incorrect or missed the point of the debate

1st Speaker

You must be good at rebuttal and substantive material and able to think on
your feet to deal with 2nd propositions new arguments

Your role is to make your team distinctive from the other 3 teams without
being contradictory

Briefly summarize your side of the debate so far

Rebut the new arguments bought to the table from 2nd Proposition

Offer you own substantive material which needs to develop from 2nd props
case and the 1st opp teams debate

Summarize your teams’ position so far

2nd Speaker

This is a summary speech. You must be able to organize your ideas, have
good rhetoric and be good at rebuttal

Your role is to highlight the clash in the debate and analyze why your side, in
particular your team has won

No new material can be included in this speech is its purely summation

You need to summarize the debate as a whole, proving why the opposition
has won, but the focus must be on your team and the arguments you have
bought to the table

Order your points (where possible) in chronological order with 2 of the 3
points focusing in the 2nd half of the debate

Highlight the major gaps in the case and any weak proposition arguments
You are the last person to speak so ensure you end with a strong concluding
statement, flagging up what you and your partner have bought to the debate

September 2013 4



